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GTE1504 – Contamination Report 
12 April 2018 
 
 

Client:  Pavlakos Capital Pty Ltd  
Contact person: Evan Pavlakos 
E-mail:  evan@insightprojectgroup.com.au 
 
 
 
RE: STAGE 1 CONTAMINATION ASSESSMENT at 71, 75-77, 79 and 83 Graham Road and 35-37 Karne 

Street South, Narwee  
 
This letter presents a Stage 1 Contamination report on the inspection and testing services associated with the 
contamination assessment undertaken at the above project.   
 
Should you have any questions related to this report please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 
 
For and on behalf of 
Ground Technologies Pty Ltd                 
                                                                                    Reviewed By 

                                                                                                              
J.George A.Bennett 
Environmental Engineer Principal Geotechnical Engineer 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Ground Technologies Pty Ltd have undertaken a Stage 1 Contamination Report as requested 71, 75-77, 79, 83 
Graham Road and 35-37 Karne Street South, Narwee.  It is understood that the proposed works will comprise the 
demolition of three houses and two commercial units allowing the construction of a four storey apartment building 
with a basement level car park. It is further understood that excavations of up to approximately 3.5m will be required 
across the entire building envelope for the basement level excavations  
 
The subject site is rectangular in shape and measures approximately 46m wide along the Graham Road frontage and 
up to 65m along the Karne Street South frontage. The site covers an area of approximately 2990m2 and is relatively 
flat. 
 
The objective of the Stage 1 Contamination Report was to ascertain whether the site presents a risk to human health 
and/or the environment arising from any past/present activities at the site or neighbouring properties. 
 
The conclusions of this Contamination Report are as follows: 

• The three properties, 71 Graham Road and 35-37 Karne Street South are currently residential properties. 
The desktop study indicates that these properties have always been used for residential purposes. 

• The property at 75-79 Graham road was used as a butchers shop since 1967 and it ceased operations in 
1984. However it resumed as a meat processing facility from 1986 till the early 90’s. From the early 90’s the 
premises continued to be used for commercial purposes including retail and offices. 

• The property at 83 Graham Road comprised lockup shops and was used as a wholesale hardware store 
from 1975. From 1978 onwards the property was used as a Dog Clipping Salon and is used for the same till 
date.  

• A search of the NSW EPA Contaminated Land Management record of notices revealed that there were no 
notices issued to the subject site.  

• No history of dangerous manufacturing utilizing heavy chemicals or metals was documented.  
• Council records did not show a history of industrial usage. 
• The site is in a region of no known acid sulphate soils 

 
Based upon the desktop study and site visit, there is a low risk of residual contamination due to historical site usage. 
The site is suitable for the proposed development for “residential” use. A detailed stage 2 contamination assessment 
is not required. A remediation action plan is not required. 
 
As a basement level will cover the development footprint any potentially contaminated material not identified in the 
desktop study will be excavated and removed as a part of the construction process. This material should be assessed 
in accordance with the relevant NSW EPA requirements post demolition of the existing structures but prior to the 
commencement of basement excavations. 
 
 



 

 
GTE1504 - Stage 1 Contamination Report                                                                              Page 4 of 14 

1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 
Ground Technologies Pty Ltd have undertaken a Stage 1 Contamination Report as requested 71,75-77, 79, 83 
Graham Road and 35-37 Karne Street South, Narwee.  It is understood that the proposed works will comprise the 
demolition of three houses and two commercial units allowing the construction of a four storey apartment building 
with a basement level car park. It is further understood that excavations of up to approximately 3.5m will be required 
for the basement level excavations.  

 
Figure 1 – Proposed Development 

 

 
 

2.0 SCOPE OF WORK 
 
The following scope of work was conducted: 
 
• Desktop Study of the following to assist in identification of potential contamination issues: 

- Data from Environment Protection Authority 
o Scheduled premises  
o Section 35 notices 
o Unhealthy building land sites 
o Sites which are likely contaminated and not contaminated 

- Data from the Protection of the Environment Operations Public Register (POEO)  
• Review of soils and geological maps.  
• Review of aerial photography 
• Site Inspection by a Geotechnical Engineer to ascertain current activities, and any visible signs of 

contamination. 
• Preparation of the Stage1 Contamination Report. 
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3.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 
 

Table 1 - Summary of Site Details 
Site Address 71,75-77, 79 and 83 Graham Road 

Narwee 35-37 Karne Street South, Narwee. 
Council Area Canterbury Bankstown Council 

 Lot / DP Lot 8 DP23841, Lot 7 DP23841, Lot A DP387057, 
Lot B DP387057,  Lot 2 DP23841, Lot 3 DP23841 

 
Figure 2 – Site Location 

 
 

Figure 3 – Enlarged view of the Subject Site 

 
 

The subject site is rectangular in shape and measures approximately 46m wide along the Graham Road frontage and 
up to 65m along the Karne Street South frontage. The site covers an area of approximately 2990m2 and is relatively 
flat. 
 
The three properties, 71 Graham Road and 35-37 Karne Street South are residential properties and the corner 
property at 75-77, 79 and 83 Graham Road is currently used for commercial purposes. The property identified as 83 
Graham Road is currently used as a dog salon and the property identified as 75-77 and 79 Graham Road is used as 
a commercial property (real estate) with office space and parking space at the rear of the premises. 

37 

35 

71 75 
77-
79 

83 
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The residential property at 71 Graham Road comprises a brick house with a carport, shed and a concrete paved 
backyard. The were some cracks within the concrete at some areas and also some staining was observed on the 
concrete, in addition there was a rusted metal sheet plant holder and some overgrown dried plants present within the 
backyard. The properties at 35-37 Karne street were fibro houses and had a grassed back yards.   
 
The neighbouring properties are mainly residential properties. A reserve/park area is located to the west and north of 
the subject site and the south-western motorway runs parallel to Graham Road which is located immediately north of 
the reserve area.  
 

Photograph 1 –  Showing the residential property at 71 Graham Road 

 
 

Photograph 2 - Showing the commercial property at 75-77 and 83 Graham Road 
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Photograph 3- Showing the rear section of the residential property at 71 Graham Road 

 
 

Photograph 4- Showing the commercial property at 83 Graham Road 
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Photograph 5 – Showing the Residential property at 37 Karne Street  South 

 
 

4.0 SITE HISTORY 
 
In order to ascertain the site history, a documentary review of past and present land use at the subject site and the 
surrounding area has been undertaken as follows: 
 
4.1  Aerial Photographs: 
 
A review of Historical Aerial Photographs was undertaken in order to provide a greater insight into the site history.  

 
1965 – In 1965 all the properties within the subject site are already constructed on site. However the shed behind the 
commercial property has not been built. The surrounding properties appears to be in use for residential purposes.The 
area to the north and west of the subject site are vacant. The motorway north of the subject site was not constructed.  
No industrial properties could be observed within the region. The subject site is highlighted in figure 3. 
  

Figure 3 – Aerial Photograph from 1965 
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1982 – In 1982 the subject site does not appear to have many changes except for the shed behind the commercial 
property which has been contructed. A carpark has been constructed behind the commercial property. No industrial 
properties could be observed within the region. The subject site is highlighted in figure 4. 

 
Figure 4 – Aerial Photograph from 1982 

 
 

 
1994 – In 1994 the subject site does not appear to have many changes. However,the carpark behind the commercial 
property has been cleared. No industrial properties could be observed within the region. The motorway to the north of 
the subject site has been constructed. The subject site is highlighted in figure 5. 
 

Figure 5 – Aerial Photograph from 1994 
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1998 – In 1998, no significant changes to the site or surrounds have been made since 1994. The subject site is 
highlighted in figure 6. 
 

Figure 6 – Aerial Photograph from 1998 

 
 

2007 – In 2007, no significant changes to the site or surrounds have been made, however some works is being 
carried out behind the commercial property where the carpark was located. The subject site is highlighted in figure 7. 
 

Figure 7 – Aerial Photograph from 2007 
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2016 – In 2016, no significant changes to the site or surrounds have been made, however the area behind the 
commecrcial property is laid by asphalt concrete and appears to be used as a carpark again . The subject site is 
highlighted in figure 8. 
 

 
Figure 8 – Aerial Photograph from 2016 

 
 
4.2  Search of Contaminated Land Management Register (NSW EPA): 
 
A summary of the search of the NSW EPA Contaminated Land Management record no notices for the Narwee area 
can be found in Appendix A. No notices were issued within the region. 
 
4.3  Search of Protection of the Environment Operations Public Register (POEO) of Licensed and 
Delicensed Premises: 
 
A search of the POEO public register of licensed and delicensed premises (DECC) provided no premises within the 
Narwee area (see Appendix B).  
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4.4  Search of Council Records: 
 
A search of Development Applications and other records provided by the Administration Support Officer, Fletcher 
Lewis at Bankstown Canterbury Council provided a few documents.The list of the relevant documents are given 
below (copy of some council documents are given in Appendix C):  

 
From the site history research, it is understood that properties 35-37 Karne Street South and 71 Graham Road has 
always been used for residential purposes. The premises at 75-77, 79 and 83 Graham Road, Narwee  have been 
used for commercial purposes.  
 
The property at 75-79 Graham road was used as a butchers shop since 1967 and it ceased operations in 1984. 
However it resumed as a meat processing facility from 1986 till the early 90’s. From the early 90’s the premises 
continued to be used for commercial purposes including retail and offices. 
 
The property at 83 Graham Road comprised lockup shops and was used as a wholesale hardware store from 1975. 
From 1978 onwards the property was used as a Dog Clipping Salon and is used for the same till date.  
 
The potential risk associated with the above land uses are low. 
 
 

Document Subject Date Issued Outcome 
Reference 67/4387 proposal 
for change in use 

Proposed use for 
Butchering, cutting and 
boning of meat, current 
use as lockup shops  at 
77- 79 Graham Road 
Narwee         

11 March 1965 Application approved 

Reference 75/1919 Permission to use  
4 lock-up shops for the 
purpose of a wholesale 
hardware at 83 Graham 
Road, Narwee 

26 May 1975 Application Granted 

Reference 78/2937 change in 
proposed development  

Approval requested for 
use of an existing  shop 
to a dog clipping salon 
83 Graham Road, 
Narwee 

19 June 1978 Application 
Approved 

DCU358/87  
(376/75D)Proposal for change 
in use 

Part of the building and 
commercial refrigeration 
located at the rear of 
building  proposed to be 
used for the storage         
and distribution of small 
goods 75-79 Graham 
Road, Narwee 

28 September 1987 Application was 
rejected in 
December 1987  

Contravention Notice  376/75G Cease unauthorised use 
of premises 75-79 
Graham Road, Narwee 

23 October 1986 Removal of refuse 
vegetation matter on 
premises 

Reference 376/75G Complaint  Nuisance arising from 
operation of premises at 
Graham Road, Narwee 
(75-79 Graham Road, 
Narwee) 

22 December 1987  

Bulding Application No 320/91 Permission to erect shop 
and office alterations (75 
Graham Road Narwee) 

17 June 1991 Bulding Permit 
granted 
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5.0 SITE CONDITION AND SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 
 
A site visit was conducted on 21st February 2018, however only the premises at 71 Graham Road was inspected 
since there was no access available to the other properties.The field observations are summarised in the table below: 

 
Table 2 – Summary of Field Observations 

Parameter Observation 
Visible observations on soil 
contamination 

No visible evidence of contamination was observed. No staining of the soils or 
odours were documented. 

Signs of plant stress None observed. 
Signs of Agriculture None observed. No visible indicators of tilled land 
Presence of drums, fill or waste 
materials 

None observed. No visible indicators of underground fuel tanks (bowsers or 
venting pipes) 

Presence of fill No filling was observed.  
 
6.0  SITE GEOLOGY  
 
The 1:100,000 scale Geological Series Map of the Sydney region indicates that the subject site is underlain by 
Ashfield Shale of the Wianamatta Group dating back to the Middle Triassic period and generally comprises black to 
dark-grey shale and laminate.  
 
7.0  ACID SULPHATE SOILS  
 
The Department of Land and Water Conservation Acid Sulphate Soils Map (Botany Bay) indicates that the site is in 
an area of no known acid sulphate soils.  
 
8.0  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The conclusions of this Contamination Report are as follows: 

• The three properties, 71 Graham Road and 35-37 Karne Street South are currently residential properties. 
The desktop study indicates that these properties have always been used for residential purposes. 

• The property at 75-79 Graham road was used as a butchers shop since 1967 and it ceased operations in 
1984. However it resumed as a meat processing facility from 1986 till the early 90’s. From the early 90’s the 
premises continued to be used for commercial purposes including retail and offices. 

• The property at 83 Graham Road comprised lockup shops and was used as a wholesale hardware store 
from 1975. From 1978 onwards the property was used as a Dog Clipping Salon and is used for the same till 
date.  

• A search of the NSW EPA Contaminated Land Management record of notices revealed that there were no 
notices issued to the subject site.  

• No history of dangerous manufacturing utilizing heavy chemicals or metals was documented.  
• Council records did not show a history of industrial usage. 
• The site is in a region of no known acid sulphate soils 

 
Based upon the desktop study and site visit, there is a low risk of residual contamination due to historical site usage. 
The site is suitable for the proposed development for “residential” use. A detailed stage 2 contamination assessment 
is not required. A remediation action plan is not required. 
 
As a basement level will cover the development footprint any potentially contaminated material not identified in the 
desktop study will be excavated and removed as a part of the construction process. This material should be assessed 
in accordance with the relevant NSW EPA requirements post demolition of the existing structures but prior to the 
commencement of basement excavations. 
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and Planning and Environment Protection Authority (DUAP and EPA) 1998. 
 
National Environment Protection (Assessment of Site Contamination) Measure – National Environmental Protection 

Council 1999. 
 
 



 

 
GTE1504 - Stage 1 Contamination Report                                                                              Page 15 of 14 

APPENDIX A                  
 

SEARCH RESULTS OF EPA CONTAMINATED LAND REGISTER  
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APPENDIX B          
 
SEARCH OF POEO REGISTER OF LICENSED AND DELICENSED 
PREMISES  
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APPENDIX C          
 
COUNCIL RECORDS 
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